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L. Meyaard, A.-R. van der Vuurst de Vries, T. de Ruiter, L.L. Lanier, J.H. Phillips, and H. Clevers. 2001. The Epithelial Cellular Adhesion
 
Molecule (Ep-CAM) Is a Ligand for the Leukocyte-associated Immunoglobulin-like Receptor (LAIR). 
 
J. Exp. Med.
 
 194:107–112.
The editors of 
 
The Journal of Experimental Medicine
 
 have been notified by Dr. Linde Meyaard of the University Medical Center Utrecht, The
Netherlands, that she and the other authors of the above Brief Definitive Report wish to retract the paper.
The authors state:
“Recent studies by our laboratory have revealed that EpCAM is not a ligand for human LAIR-1 and LAIR-2. The prior ex-
periments showing that LAIR-1–hIg and LAIR-2–hIg fusion proteins bind to EpCAM transfectants were an artifact result-
ing from contamination of the fusion proteins with an anti–human EpCAM monoclonal antibody, which was affinity puri-
fied using the same protein A columns.”
The authors extend their apologies to the scientific community.